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T
he American Nurses Association 
(ANA) and the American Nurses 
Foundation (the Foundation) 

announced the winners of the 2021 
ANA Innovation Awards powered by 
BD (Becton, Dickinson, and Compa-
ny), a leading global medical technol-
ogy company. 

The ANA Innovation Awards highlight, recognize, and 
celebrate exemplary nurse-led innovation that im-
proves patient safety and health outcomes. The indi-
vidual nurse and nurse-led team award recipients will 
receive monetary prizes of $25,000 and $50,000, re-
spectively. These funds will provide support in trans-
lational research, development, prototyping, produc-
tion, testing, and implementing their products over 
the next year. 

Winner of the Individual Nurse Award 

Rebecca Cherney, RN

Cherney, a staff nurse at a large tertiary hospital, de-
veloped TrachTrail™, the first comprehensive, stan-
dardized adult tracheostomy care education pro-
gram of its kind. The program focuses on combined 
nurse, patient, and caregiver training with emphasis 
on empathy for the patient and their families. 

Winner of the Nurse-led Team Award

Brighid Gannon, DNP, PMHNP-BC, and  
Pritma Dhillon-Chattha, DNP, MHA, RN 

Gannon and Dhillon-Chattha founded, lead, fund, and 
operate Lavender, an online psychiatry and therapy 
office. Lavender was launched in May 2020 to pro-
vide patients with modern, accessible, and affordable 
mental healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“A resounding congratulations to the 2021 ANA Inno-
vation Award winners. They represent the driving 
spirit of the nursing profession to lead significant ini-
tiatives across healthcare, as savvy business profes-
sionals, and innovators,” said ANA Vice President of 
Nursing Innovation Oriana Beaudet, DNP, RN PHN.

ANA supports work to advance innovation to the 
forefront of nursing and is committed to creating a 
culture of nurse-led innovation in healthcare. BD also 
values nurse-centered innovation, devoting more 
than a century of experience to developing products 
and processes that transform the healthcare profes-
sion, including safer, smarter, and simpler technolo-
gies to address the challenges that nurses face. Read 
more at nursingworld.org/aia.

T
he current topic of OJIN: The Online Journal of 
Issues in Nursing features eight new articles that 
address challenges for nurse educators, includ-

ing, but not limited to, the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. “Nursing education: Philosophical perspec-
tives on current challenges,” discusses the following: 

• Faculty formation and why it’s a relevant philo-
sophical issue within nursing education. Exemplars 
illustrate current formation concerns that faculty 
experience and offer recommendations for nurse 
leaders.

• How digital disruption is catalyzing a long overdue 
change in the way education is conceptualized and 
delivered. Strategies offer educators ways to ad-
dress the continued decline in initial competency of 
new registered nurses. 

• New awareness of telehealth challenges and nurs-
ing roles in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Four P’s framework for robust telehealth education.

• The rapid shift to almost fully online coursework, 
which has provided a catalyst for new methods of 
nursing education. Examples share how to layer 

technology into innovative teaching and learning.

• Difficulties nurse practitioner (NP) students will 
face finding preceptors due to the shortage. Sever-
al dilemmas of NP preceptorship are presented.

• The decrease in clinical group size and innovative 
solutions for clinical education during a global 
health crisis. Responses to these challenges and so-
lutions in practice and policy that inform the rapid 
shift to nontraditional student experiences are ex-
plored.

• A framework to discuss the philosophical and prac-
tical importance of envisioning an ethical environ-
ment within academic settings.

• Competencies to develop nurse faculty and attain 
nursing education equity in low and middle-income 
countries.

Only ANA members have access to the current OJIN 
topic. Visit ojin.nursingworld.org.

ANA ENTERPRISE NEWS

Philosophical perspectives on challenges in nursing education 

Recognizing nurse-led innovation 

In 2021, we are pleased to celebrate 25 years of 
OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing.
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