Human trafficking process guide

The following algorithm can help aid support of victims of human trafficking.

A patient is suspected to be or
has divulged that they are a victim of
human trafficking.

Notify the unit leader to garner
support and assistance.

A team member should stay with
the patient until a safety plan
is established.

—p sional adult

If the victim is deemed an adult, the decision to report to law enforcement remains with the patient.
The priority is safety, and we need the consent of the individual.

Al patients must be assessed in
private regardless of age.

Determine if the situation requires Y

mandated reporting.

Yes

v

Determine if the patient is being
labor or sexually trafficked.

Separate the patient from the
accompanying “friend” or

Mandated reporter situations: Contact the specific agency and law enforcement.

Minor child Developmentally disabled

Child protective services Adult protective services

Provider feels patient isn't competent : .
to make their own decisions. Mentally incapacitated

Child protective services Local law enforcement

Elderly

Elder abuse agency or adult protective
services

Patient being treated for a serious

injury due toa crime.

Local law enforcement

“family member.”

Difﬁcultr ?ettin the patient alone?
Visitor/family/trafficker refuses to leave the —>
patient’s room? Try one of these tactics:

Check state-mandated reporter laws. Ages differ among states. For state-by-state laws, visit the American Hospital Association website.
aha.org/system/files/media/file/2021/01/Introduction-to-Human-Trafficking-and-Health-Care-Providers-Legal-Requirements-for-Reporting-and-Education. pdf

Escort patient to the washroom to

Send the “friend” or “family member” to speak
obtain a urine sample.

Escort the patient to radiology even if
with registration about billing questions.

they don't need an X-ray.

—>

—>

Location-of-care specific direction

On-site (the healthcare location
is on the hospital campus)

If the patient is already admitted to
an inpatient unit, the patient remains.

Provide the necessary medical diagnostics
and treatment. Contact the FNE or SANE RN to
conduct a sexual assault exam if needed.

Accepts human trafficking intervention.

Yes ¢

Social work creates a discharge plan that
addresses any mental health needs and connects
the patient with a human trafficking agency.

-

No

A warm handover referral (dis

is completed to directly connect the patiel
to the human trafficking agency.

Off-site (healthcare location not on the
hospital campus)

If the patient is being treated in an outpatient
department, the patient is transferred to the ED
for further medical and/or behavioral health
treatment, sexual assault exam, etc.

Provide necessary medical diagnostics
and treatment.

Accepts human trafficking intervention.
Yes w

MD or RN calls local ED and gives patient
handover report to ED MD or ED RN.

m

MD or RN calls local ED and gives patient
handover report to ED MD or ED RN.

ED provides necessary medical diagnostics
and treatment, contacts the FNE or SANE RN to

conduct a sexual assault exam if needed. U A e

or behavioral health treatment and
social work consult.

| Accepts human trafficking intervention.

No
Yes +

Law enforcement or EMS transports

patient to ED.
Social work creates a discharge plan that
addresses any mental health needs and connects
the patient with a human trafficking agency.

A warm handover referral (discharged to)
is completed to directly connect the pati
to the human trafficking agency.

v

Refuses human trafficking intervention.

v

If social work is available at the local hospital, connect patient
before discharge.

A

Try to connect patient by phone with local human trafficking
organization before discharge.

Provide resources, such as shoe card (business card) with contact
numbers for local human trafficking agencies and the National
Human Trafficking Hotline number (1-888-373-7888).




