FROM THE NNA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Kim Houtwed, MBA, BSN, RN

Connect Beyond the Virtual Screen

CONSIDER THE VALUE OF ATTENDING THE NNA
IN-PERSON CONVENTION & MEMBERSHIP
MEETING OCTOBER 3 & 4

IN TODAY'S DIGITALLY connected world, where virtual
meetings and online events have become the norm, the
allure of attending an in-person conference might seem
nostalgic or even unnecessary to some. However, beneath
the convenience of virtual gatherings lies a profound and
irreplaceable value that only physical presence can provide.
Attending an in-person conference is not just about the
sessions and workshops; it’s about the unique experiences,
connections, and opportunities that unfold beyond the
confines of a screen.

Networking Builds Meaningful Connections and one
of the foremost advantages of attending an in-person
conference is the opportunity to network face-to-face with
professionals, experts, and peers in your field. Virtual
meetings can facilitate introductions and conversations, but
nothing compares to the depth and authenticity of personal
interaction. Whether it’s exchanging business cards over
coffee breaks, participating in roundtable discussions, or
engaging in spontaneous conversations in the hallway, these
interactions often lead tolasting relationships, collaborations,
and new perspectives that transcend the conference itself.

Learning and Growth: An Immersive Experience. While
virtual conferences offer convenience, attending an in-
person event provides an immersive learning experience
that stimulates all senses. From captivating keynote speeches
delivered with passion to hands-on workshops where you
can actively participate and learn practical skills, the physical
presence allows for a deeper engagement with the content
and speakers. The atmosphere of a conference venue, filled
with like-minded individuals eager to learn and share
knowledge, fosters an environment conducive to inspiration,
creativity, and professional growth.

Serendipity and Inspiration: Sparking New Ideas. In-
person conferences are fertile ground for serendipitous
encounters and moments of inspiration. A chance
conversation with a fellow attendee or a spontaneous idea
sparked during a session can ignite creativity and lead to
innovative solutions or projects. The energy and excitement
of being surrounded by individuals who share your passion
can rejuvenate your enthusiasm for your work and open
doors to unexpected opportunities that may not have arisen
in a virtual setting.

Personal Development: Building Confidence and Presence.
Attending an in-person conference is not just about professional
development; it also contributes to personal growth. Stepping out
of your comfort zone to engage in conversations, ask questions
during Q&A sessions, or even present your own ideas or research
builds confidence and enhances your professional presence. These
experiences are invaluable for honing communication skills,
improving public speaking abilities, and gaining recognition
within your industry or community.

Culture and Community: Embracing Diversity. Beyond
the educational and professional benefits, attending an in-
person conference allows you to experience the cultural
richness and diversity of your field. Conferences often
attract participants from different backgrounds, regions,
and perspectives, creating a vibrant tapestry of ideas and
experiences. Engaging with a diverse community fosters
empathy, cultural awareness, and a broader understanding
of global issues, enriching both your professional practice
and personal worldview.

Registration is still open for the event for a short time,
consider attending to experience the transformative
power of being there in person—it might just be the
catalyst for your next big breakthrough. ?
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